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THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON

September 18, 1978
The Honorable James o. Eastland
U. S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear J irn :

In its upcoming vote on S. 991, the Senate has an opportunity to take an historic step toward improving the quality
and management of federal education programs. President
Carter and I believe that passage of this bill to create a
new Cabinet-level Department of Education, will represent
the single most important legislative achievement in the
field of education since the Elementary and Secondary Education Act was passed.
Through the able leadership of Chairman Ribicoff, and
other Committee Members, the Senate Governmental Affairs
Committee has reported a bill which will:
o bring increased attention to the needs of education
by providing new focus and direction at the highest
levels of government;
o promote greater responsiveness to the concerns of
students, parents, teachers and administrators by
permitting full-time leadership at the Cabinet level;
o improve the management and coordination of education
related activitie~, by drawing together in one Department programs that are now scattered throughout the
federal government;
o increase the accountability of, federal education
and related programs to the Congress, the President,
and the publici and
o enhance the ability of states and local communities
to carry outth~ir primary responsibility for meeting
tl1.e educational needs of young Americans .
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Given the strong support for S. 991 among Members of
the Senate and organizations representing parents, teachers,
school administrators and locally~elected school boards, I
am hopeful that it will be passed by an overwhelming margin.
In adopting this major reorganization initiative, I am also
confident that the Senate will be helping to place the 95th
Congress firmly on record as the most pro-education Congress
in the history of our country.
I

know we can count on your support.
Sincerel ,

Walter F. Mondale
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